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To  the  Haverfordwest  Borough  Council. 

Mr.  MAYOR,  LADIES  and  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  pleasure  to  present  my  Annual  Report,  upon  matters 
affecting  the  public  health  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  1951.  This  is 
my  fifth  Annual  Report. 

There  has  been  a slight  fall  in  the  population  of  the  Borough. 

There  has  been  a fall  in  the  number  of  live-births,  resulting  in  a 
lower  Birth-Rate.  The  Birth-Rate  of  16.1  per  1000  of  population,  how- 
ever, remains  higher  than  the  average  Rate  of  15.5  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales.  The  number  of  Still-Births  (one),  is  the  lowest 
figure  for  the  past  5 years,  and  gives  a Still-Birth  Rate  very  much 
lower  than  the  national  Rate.  The  large  decrease  in  the  number  of 
Illegitimate  Births,  over  the  past  five  years,  will  be  noted  in  the 
chapter  on  Births. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Borough  has  fallen  for  the 
third  successive  year.  The  decrease  is  small,  but  is  all  the  more  satis- 
factory when  the  national  tendency  is  for  the  total  number  of  annual 
deaths  to  increase.  The  crude  Death-Rate  for  the  Borough  of  11.9  per 
1000  of  population,  compares  very  favourably  with  the  Rate  of  12.5 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  Infant  Deaths,  i.e.  deaths  of  children  under  one 
year  of  age,  has  been  gradually  decreasing  over  the  past  few  years. 
The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  reached  the  new  low  record  of  17.6 
per  1000  live  births. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  have  increased  considerably  over  the  past 
5 years.  This  is  a national  tendency.  Apart  from  early  diagnosis, 
there  appears  to  be  no  means  of  preventing  the  rising  mortality  from 
Cancer.  The  facilities  for  early  diagnosis  are,  also,  far  from  adequate. 

The  number  of  Violent  Deaths  has  risen  slightly  over  the  preced- 
ing year.  Two  of  the  four  Violent  Deaths  were  elderly  persons,  and 
were  due  to  accidents  in  the  home.  This  bears  out  the  anxiety 
expressed  by  the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents 
regarding  the  dangers,  in  the  home,  to  the  very  young  and  the  very 
old.  Stairs,  bad  lighting  and  polished  surfaces,  are  a few  of  the  con- 
ditions in  the  home  which  may  be  fatal  to  elderly  persons.  Open 
unguarded  fires,  accessible  electric  fittings,  and  accessible  cooking 
utensils,  similarly  present  dangers  to  the  very  young. 

Apart  from  Measles  anl  Tuberculosis  the  incidence  of  Infectious 
Diseases  was  low.  There  was  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  noti- 
fications of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year.  The  visit  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  Service  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  accounts  for 
some  of  the  increase.  Cases  diagnosed  in  this  way  were  probably 
early  cases,  and  hence  stand  a good  chance  of  complete  cure.  The 
average  annual  number  of  notifications  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for 
the  past  5 years  was  6.6,  which  may  be  compared  with  the  figure  of 
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12.0  for  the  5 year  period  1917-1921.  It  is  apparent,  therefore,  thaS 
Tuberculosis  is  being  controlled,  and  if  the  same  progress  continues, 
the  disease  should  be  a minor  problem  in  20  years  time. 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  there  has  not  been  a case  of 
Diphtheria  notified  in  the  Borough.  This  fact  may  be  the  cause  of 
apathy  amongst  parents  regarding  Immunisation,  as  the  number  of 
cmldren  immunised  has  fallen  considerably.  It  is  essential  that  the 
high  level  of  Immunity  obtained  over  the  past  10  years,  be  main- 
tained by  continued  Immunisation. 

A study  of  the  Milk  Sampling  statistics  will  show  the  vast  im- 
provement in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  milk  over  the  past  4 years. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  the  Sampling  Scheme  has  played  a consider- 
able part  in  this  improvement,  although  other  factors  may  have  also 
contributed. 

The  average  daily  consumption  of  water  of  approximately  45 
gallons  per  head,  seems  unusually  high.  It  will  also  be  noted  that  the 
Reservoirs  in  the  Borough  hold  little  more  than  one  day’s  supply  of 
water.  This  is  inadequate,  and  has  been  stressed  in  previous  Reports. 

Since  the  sampling  of  Ice-cream  commenced  there  has  been  a vast 
improvement  in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  this  commodity.  The 
consumption  of  ice-cream  continues  to  rise  steadily. 

Once  again  the  large  number  of  animals  inspected  at  the  Slaughter 
House,  by  the  Borough  Sanitary  Inspector,  will  be  noted.  In  my  last 
Report  I advised  the  necessity  for  extra  staff  in  the  Sanitary  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Housing  Programme  continued  well  up  to  schedule  during  the 
year.  The  inclusion  of  twelve  old  persons’  bungalows  will  meet  a 
great  need.  There  has  been  very  little  decrease,  if  any,  in  the  demand 
for  re-housing.  There  are  still  some  deplorable  living  conditions  in 
the  Borough,  and  some  groups  of  houses  which  can  only  be  dealt  with 
by  Clearance  Orders.  The  number  of  families  in  temporay  housing 
sites,  particularly  Site  2,  were  somewhat  decreased  during  the  year. 
The  conditions,  on  Site  2 especially,  are  really  bad,  and  an  endeavour 
should  be  made  to  clear  this  site. 

The  state  of  the  sewerage  system  in  the  Borough  requires  to  be 
seriously  considered.  The  present  system  is  prejudicial  to  health,  apart 
from  the  nuisance,  and  detraction  from  the  amenities  of  the  town  and 
river. 

I would  advise  the  Council  to  procure  a new  tipping-ground  for 
refuse,  if  tipping  is  to  continue  to  be  the  means  of  refuse  disposal.  I 
would  also  strongly  urge  the  Council  to  adopt  fully  controlled  tipping. 
The  advantages  of  controlled  tipping  are  (1)  quicker  reclamation  of 
ground,  (2)  minimum  insect  and  rat  infestation,  and  (3)  less  object- 
ionable to  sight  and  smell  particularly  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  area. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Members  and  Officials  of  the  Council  for  their 
continued  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  J.  Y.  SPEEDY 
District  Medical  Officer. 
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Part  I 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
AND  EPIDEMIOLOGY 


SUMMARY  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1951 


i. 

Estimated  Mid-year  Population 

7,255 

(7,380) 

2. 

Natural  Increase  in  Population 
(Live  Births  minus  Deaths) 

+ 31 

( +37) 

3. 

General  Birth  Rate 

16.1 

(16.9  ) 

4. 

Still-Birth  Rate 

0.14 

( 0.40) 

5. 

Illegitimate  Birth-Rate 

0.41 

( 0.67) 

6. 

General  Death-Rate 

11.9 

(11.9  ) 

7. 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

17.6 

(32.0  ) 

8. 

Cancer  Death-Rate 

2.2 

( 2.3  ) 

9. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-Rate 

0.41 

( 0.27) 

9a.  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-Rate 

0.13 

( 0.27) 

10. 

Notification  Rate  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1.1 

( 0.13) 

11. 

Notification  Rate  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0.27 

( 0.27) 

12. 

Notification  Rate  of  Measles 

34.8 

( 0.81) 

13. 

Notification  Rate  of  Whooping  Cough 

3.8 

(Nil  ) 

14. 

Notification  Rate  of  Dysentery  (Sonne) 

1.1 

(Nil  ) 

15. 

Notification  Rate  of  Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.13 

(Nil  ) 

16. 

Notification  Rate  of  Food  Poisoning 

0.13 

(Nil  ) 

17. 

Notification  Rate  of  Scarlet  Fever 

0.69 

( 0.27) 

18. 

Other  Notification  Rate 

Nil 

N.B 

. — All  Rates  are  per  1000  of  population,  except  the 
Mortality  Rate  which  is  per  1000  Live  Births. 

Infantile 
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BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES 
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Classification  of  Births. 

Live  Births  Still  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

M. 

64 

1 

F. 

50 

2 

Tot. 

114 

3 

M. 

F. 

1 

Tot. 

1 

65 

52 

117 

— 

1 

1 

Total  Births  for  1951 

— 

118 

(128) 

Live  Births  for  1951 

zzz 

117 

(125) 

Still  Births  for  1951 

zz= 

1 

(3 

) 

Illegitimate  Births  for  1951 

— 

3 

(5 

) 

Birth-Rates. 

(i.e.  per  1000  of  population) 

General  Birth-Rate  for  the  Borough  for  1951 
General  Birth-Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1951 
Still  Birth-Rate  for  the  Borough  for  1951 
Still  Birth-Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1951 
Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  for  the  Borough  for  1951 


16.1  (16.9  ) 

15.5  (15.8  ) 

0.14  ( 0.40) 
0.36  ( 0.37) 
0.41  ( 0.67) 


Discussion  of  Birth  Statistics. 

Once  again  there  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  live-births 
compared  with  the  preceding  year.  The  Birth-Rate  has  declined, 
over  the  past  5 years  from  24.3  in  1947,  to  16.1  in  1951.  This  decline 
in  the  Birth-Rate  is  wide-spread  throughout  England  and  Wales.  The 
Rate  for  the  Borough,  however,  still  remains  higher  than  the  average 
Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

There  has  been  a gradual  decline  in  the  number  of  Still-Births 
(i.e.  Infants  born  dead),  from  4 in  1947,  to  1 in  1951.  The  Still-Birth 
Rate  for  the  Borough  for  1951  is  0.14  per  1000  of  population,  a figure 
which  is  a good  deal  lower  than  the  average  Rate  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  in  the  Borough  has  fallen  from 
12  in  1947  to  3 in  1951.  This  is  a considerable  decrease  in  a five  year 
period. 

The  intensive  Housing  Programme  of  the  Council  has  undoubtedly 
had  some  effect  in  reducing  the  number  of  Still  and  Illegitimate 
Births. 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES 

Classification  of  Deaths : (Registrar-General). 


The  following  were  the  main  causes  of 

deaths  in 

the 

Borough 

during  the  year  : — 

M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System 

13 

16 

29 

Diseases  of  Brain  and  Nervous  System 

8 

7 

15 
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Cancer  (all  forms) 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Violent  Deaths 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Infectious  Diseases 

Diseases  of  Kidneys  and  Urinary  System 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Diseases  of  Digestive  System 
Congenital  Malformations 
Unclassified 


6 8 14 

3 2 5 

— 33 

1 2 3 

1 1 2 

2—2 

— 1 1 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 

4 6 10 


40  46  86 


General  Death-Rate. 

(i.e.  number  of  deaths  per  1000  population). 

The  following  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  : — 
Males  = 40  (46) 

Females  = 46  (42) 


Total  86  (88) 

General  Death-Rate  for  the  Borough  for  1951  = 11.9  (11.9) 

General  Death-Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1951  = 12.5  (11.6) 


The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  deaths  and  General 
Death-Rates  for  the  five-year  period  1947-1951  : — 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death-Rate 

1947 

86 

12.0 

1948 

93 

12.8 

1949 

94 

12.8 

1950 

88 

11.9 

1951 

86 

11.9 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a slight  drop  in  the  total  number 
of  deaths  during  1951,  but  as  this  was  accompanied  by  a slight  decrease 
in  population,  the  Death-Rate  remains  the  same  as  for  the  previous 
year.  This,  however,  can  be  considered  satisfactory  as  the  Death- 
Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  has  risen  considerably  over 
the  previous  year. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  5 year  Table  that  there  has  been  no 
marked  change  in  the  annual  number  of  deaths,  although  the  Death- 
Rate  has  dropped  by  0.1  over  this  period. 


Deaths  according  to  age-groups: — 


The  deaths  occurred  in 

the  following  age-groups  : — 

0 — 1 year  — 3 

30  — 50  years  — 

6 

1 — 15  years  = 1 

50  — 70  years  = 

42 

15  — 70  years  = 2 

70  + years  = 

33 

(jpnfant  Mortality. 

There  were  3 deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age.  All  three 
deaths  took  place  during  the  first  6 months  of  life. 

The  causes  were  Pneumonia  (2),  and  Prematurity  (1). 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Borough  for  1951  = 17.6  (32.0) 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1951  = 29.6  (29.8) 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  therefore  much  lower  in  the  Borough 
than  the  average  Rate  throughout  England  and  Wales.  It  has  also 
dropped  considerably  over  the  previous  year,  and  can  be  considered 
most  satisfactory. 

Cancer  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  Cancer  were  as  follows  : — 

Males  = 6 (13) 

Females  = 10  (4  ) 


Total  16  (17) 

It  will  be  seen  therefore  that  the  number  of  Cancer  deaths 
decreased  by  one,  over  the  preceding  year.  This  is  reflected  in  the 
Cancer  Death-Rate  of  2.2  for  1951,  as  compared  with  2.3  for  1950. 
Whilst  this  reduction  is  small,  it  is  pleasing,  as  the  tendency  through- 
out the  Country  is  towards  an  increase  in  Cancer  mortality. 


The  systems  of  the  body  which  were  affected  are  as  follows  : — 


Digestive  Tract  9 

Brain  3 

Prostate  2 

Lungs  1 

Skin  1 


Total  16 


The  age-groups  in  which  the  deaths  took  place  were  as  follows  : — 


0 — 30  years  = Nil 

30  — 50  years  = 1 

50  — 70  years  = 8 

70  f years  = 7 


Total  16 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  annu- 
ally from  Cancer  over  the  5 year  period  1947-51  : — 


M. 

F. 

Tot. 

1947 

4 

4 

8 

1948 

5 

—9— 

10 

15 

1949 

1950 

1951 


6 

13 

6 


13 

17 

16 


( 

4 

10 


34  35  69 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  over 
the  5 year  period,  although  there  have  been  annual  fluctuations.  It 
will  also  be  noted  that  there  is  very  little  difference  in  the  sexes 
affected  over  this  period. 

Violent  Deaths. 

The  following  is  a classification  of  the  Violent  Deaths  during  the 


M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Home  Accidents 

— 

2 

2 (Elderly) 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

Road  Accidents 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

4 (3) 

The  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Accidents  has  been 
stressing  the  number  of  deaths  which  take  place  in  the  home  (due  to 
accidents)  amongst  the  very  young  and  the  elderly.  This  is  borne  out 
by  the  above  statistics. 

Education  of  the  public  as  to  the  causes  of  these  accidents  is 
needed. 

Infectious  Diseases  Mortality. 

See  chapter  on  Infectious  Diseases. 

Tuberculosis  Mortality. 

See  chapter  on  Tuberculosis. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  following  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year: — 


M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Measles 

134 

118 

252 

Whooping-Cough 

13 

15 

28 

Dysentery  (Sonne) 

6 

2 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

1 

5 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

The  incidence  of  Measles  was  high,  especially  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year.  This  was  combined  with  a mild  type  of  Influenza,  and 
several  schools  in  the  Borough  were  closed  for  varying  periods. 

Dysentery,  which  is  fairly  widespread  throughout  England  and 
Wales,  appeared  in  the  Borough.  The  number  of  cases  was  reason- 
ably small,  and  spread  of  the  infection  was  controlled. 

The  case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  occurred  in  connection  with  a 
small  epidemic  of  this  disease  in  the  Kensington  Hospital  at  St. 
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prides.  Strict  control  measures  were  taken,  and  the  case  fortunately 
Remained  an  isolated  one. 

The  incidence  of  other  Infectious  Diseases  was  low.  For  the 
fourth  successive  year  not  a single  case  of  Diphtheria  or  Infantile 
Paralysis  was  notified. 

Infectious  Diseases  Mortality. 

The  following  deaths  occurred  from  Infectious  Diseases  (exclud- 
ing Tuberculosis),  during  the  year  : — 

M.  F.  Tot. 

Influenza  1 — 1 

Pneumonia  — 11 

1 1 2 (5) 

Infectious  Diseases  therefore  accounted  for  2.3%  of  all  deaths,  as 
compared  with  5.7%  for  1950. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Although  Tuberculosis  is  a Communicable  Disease  it  is  treated 
separately  because  of  its  social  and  economic  importance. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

i.e.  Tuberculosis  primarily  affecting  the  Lungs  and  Respiratory 
System. 

Incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  fresh  cases  were  notified  during  the  year . — 

Males  3 

Females  5 


Total  8 (1) 

Notification  Rate  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1951  = 1.1 

Notification  Rate  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1950  = 0.13 

There  has  therefore  been  a considerable  rise  in  the  Incidence  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  over  the  preceding  year.  The  visit  of  the 
Mass  Radiography  Service  early  in  the  year  accounts  for  at  least  3 
of  the  cases  : these,  also,  are  early  cases  which  probably  would  not 
otherwise  have  been  detected,  at  least  during  1951. 

The  age-groups  of  cases  notified  were  as  follows  : — 


0 — 5 years  = Nil 

5 — 15  years  = 1 

15  — 30  years  = 2 

30  — 50  years  = 4 

50  + years  = 1 

Total  8 
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The  following  tables  show  the  annual  number  of  cases  of  Pul® 
monary  Tuberculosis  notified  over  two  5 year  periods,  both  periods 
being  immediately  post-war  : — 

1917  — 1921  1947  — 1951 


Year 

No.  of  cases 

Year 

No.  of  cases 

1917 

10 

1947 

7 

1918 

13 

1948 

10 

1919 

8 

1949 

7 

1920 

14 

1950 

1 

1921 

15 

1951 

8 

Total  60  Total  33 

Average  annual  number  of  cases  for  1917  - 1921 
Average  annual  number  of  cases  for  1947  - 1951 


12.0 

6.6 


These  figures  show  that  the  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
in  the  Borough  has  almost  been  halved  during  the  past  30  years.  It 
is  unlikely,  however,  unless  further  medical  advances  are  made,  that 
the  present  incidence  will  fall  very  much  lower.  Some  improvement 
would  undoubtedly  result  if  the  waiting  time  for  admission  to  sana- 
toria (especially  of  sputum-positive  cases)  was  reduced.  Apart  from 
this,  however,  a good  deal  of  preventative  work  can  still  be  done  by 
education  of  cases,  their  families,  and  the  general  public.  There  should 
be  little  danger  of  spread  of  infection,  where  a case  is  being  nursed 
at  home,  providing  the  patient  and  other  members  of  the  household 
are  briefed  in  the  hygienic  nursing  and  handling  of  the  case. 

As  regards  the  education  of  the  general  public,  the  facilities  pro- 
vided by  the  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
(N.A.P.T.),  could  be  most  useful. 

Tuberculosis  Mortality. 

The  following  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  took  place 
during  the  year  : — 

Males  1 

Females  2 


Total  3 (2) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-Rate  for  1951  = 0.41 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-Rate  for  1950  = 0.27 

There  was  therefore,  during  the  year,  an  increase  both  in  the 
morbidity  and  mortality  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Miniature  Mass  Radiography. 

The  second  visit  of  this  Service  to  the  Borough,  for  use  by  the 
general  public,  took  place  in  May,  1951.  The  following  are  the  main 
statistics  arising  out  of  this  visit : — 


M. 

F. 

Tot. 

Total  Examined 

385 

733 

1118  (734) 

Total  abornormal 

46 

42 

88 

Definite  Pulmony  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 
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Suspected  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

Healed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

12 

23 

Bronchitis 

10 

5 

15 

Abnormality  of  Chest  Wall 

8 

14 

22 

Abnormality  of  Pleura 

4 

3 

7 

Heart  Disease 

4 

2 

6 

Lung  Fibrosis 

— 

3 

3 

Abnormality  of  Diaphragm 

1 

1 

2 

Bronchiectasis 

7 

— 

7 

There  was  almost  a 50%  increase  in 

attendance  as  compared  with 

the  first  visit  of  the  Unit  in  i949.  It  will  be  seen  also  that  almost 
twice  as  many  females  as  males  took  advantage  of  the  Service. 

Special  Study  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  Western  Pembrokeshire. 

A special  study  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  Western  Pembroke- 
shire, over  a 3 year  period,  involving  130  cases,  has  been  made.  It  is 
hoped  to  produce  a detailed  Report  upon  this  study  at  a later  date. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  main  facts  which  emerge  from  this 
Study  : — 

1.  The  Incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  greater  in  males 
than  females. 

2.  Well  over  50%  of  the  total  cases  were  in  persons  aged  15  to 
35  years. 

3.  The  Classification  of  cases  according  to  occupation  gave  the 
following  occupations  as  the  most  dangerous  : — 

a)  Housewives  = 25  cases 

b)  Office  workers  = 16  cases 

c)  School  children  = 11  cases 

The  number  of  Housewives  affected  (i.e.  25),  represented  almost 
half  of  the  total  cases  amongst  females. 

4.  The  classification  of  site  of  residence  and  site  of  occupation 
showed  that  the  greatest  number  of  cases  were  urban-dwellers 
and  urban- workers.  (In  so  far  as  the  larger  built-up  districts 
in  Western  Pembrokeshire  can  be  classified  as  urban)'. 

5.  Twenty-eight  (28)  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
received  over  the  same  3 year  period.  The  average  time  be- 
tween date  of  notification  and  date  of  death  was  9 months. 

Mortality  was  greater  amongt  females  in  the  Rates  of  4 to  3. 
Over  50%  of  total  deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  in 
the  age-group  15  — 35  years. 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

i.e.  Tuberculosis  affecting  the  Bones,  Joints,  Glands,  etc. 

Incidence  of  Non-Puinionary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  fresh  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year  : — 

Male  Nil 

Female  2 


Total  2 (2) 
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These  cases  occurred  in  the  following  age-groups  : — \ 

5 — 15  years  = 1 

15  -f  years  = 1 

The  incidence  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  the  same  as 
for  the  preceding  year,  i.e.  0.27  per  1000  of  population. 

Mortality  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

One  death  occurred  due  to  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  2 deaths  in  1950. 

Death-Rate  for  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1951  — 0.13 

Death-Rate  for  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1950  = 0.27 

There  has,  therefore,  been  a reduction  in  the  mortality  from  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria, 
carried  out  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  : — 

Sessional. 

Primary  Immunisation  : — 

0 — 5 years 
5 + years 


20 

Nil  20 


Re-inforcements  : — 

5 — 10  years  Nil 

10  + years  Nil  Nil 


Private. 

Primary  Immunisation  : — 

0 — 5 years  47 

5 + years  1 48 


Re-inforcements  : — 

5 — 10  years  6 

10  + years  Nil  6 


Total  74  (234) 

There  has  not  been  a single  case  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Borough  for 
four  successive  years.  This,  no  doubt,  is  at  least  partly  due  to  the 
high  standard  of  Immunisation.  It  is  essential  that  parents  be  con- 
tinually encouraged  to  have  their  children  immunised. 

The  following  table  shows  the  tremendous  decrease  in  cases  and 
deaths  of  Diphtheria  in  England  and  Wales  since  the  commencement 
of  the  intensive  Immunisation  Campaign  in  1941  : — 

Year  No  of  cases  No.  of  deaths 

1941  50,797  2,641 

1945  25,246  694 
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9 1947 

10,467 

245 

1950 

959 

49 

1951 

699 

32 

There  is  a falling-off  in 

the  keenness 

of  parents  to 

children  Immunised.  This  requires 

to  be  counteracted 

propaganda. 

VACCINATION 

AGAINST 

SMALLPOX 

The  following  is  a summary  of 

Vaccination  against 

carried  out  during  the  year  : 

Primary  Vaccination. 

0 — 1 year 

= 

65 

1 — 4 years 

— 

3 

5 — 14  years 

ZZI 

2 

15  + years 

34 

104 

Re-vaccination. 

0 — 14  years 

3 

15  + years 

31 

34 

Total 


138  (197) 


Smallpox  continues  to  occur  spasmodically  in  various  parts  of 
the  Country.  It  is  essential,  therefore,  that  parents  (whose  chief 
responsibility  it  is),  should  be  continually  encouraged  to  have  their 
children  vaccinated. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 


MILK  SUPPLIES 


Milk  Sampling. 


The  scheme  for  the  sampling  of  milk  supplies,  at  consumer  level, 

was  continued  during  the  year.  Samples  were  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  general  bacteriological  examination. 


The  results  of  sampling  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


Satisfactory 

Doubtful 

Unsatisfactory 


28  samples  (82.3%) 

5 samples  (14.8%) 

1 sample  ( 2.9%) 


Total  34  samples 


The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  Milk  sampling  each  year 
since  the  commencement  of  the  scheme. 


%Tot  Samples 

%Satis. 

%Doubtful 

%Unsatis. 

1948 

131 

65.6 

11.4 

23.0 

1949 

124 

59.0 

20.0 

21.0 

1950 

81 

75.3 

12.4 

12.3 

1951 

34 

82.3 

14.8 

2.9 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  number  of  satis- 
factory samples,  and  hence  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  milk,  has 
continued  to  rise  steadily  to  the  high  figure  of  82.3%.  The  standard 
has  probably  now  reached  a peak  point.  Continuation  of  the  scheme, 
however,  is  recommended  in  order  to  maintain  this  standard. 

The  sampling  of  each  Distributor  once  every  two  months  would 
be  sufficient.  This  would  require  taking  50  to  60  samples  per  year. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  send  out  any  Warning  letters  to 
Distributors  as  a result  of  milk  sampling. 
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general  Statistics. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  milk  Distributors  in  the  Borough  : 

Ungraded  Raw  Milk  — 4 

Designated  milk 
(Acc.  and  T.T.)  — 5 

One  Distributor  of  Ungraded  milk  was  found  using  designated 
bottles.  Another  Distributor  did  not  hold  a Dealer’s  Licence  for  sell- 
ing T.T.  milk.  Yet  another  Distributor  was  found  to  be  using  unsat- 
isfactory milk  bottle  caps. 


No.  of  Inspections  of  Dairies,  milk  vans,  etc.,  during  year  = 10 


No.  of  Intimation  notices  served  = Nil 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  = Nil 


No.  of  new  Distributors  Registered  in  1951  = 1 

No.  of  Distributors  Resigned  in  1951  = 1 

No.  of  Distributors  Struck  off  Register  = Nil 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

General  Statistics. 

No.  of  new  connections  to  mains  during  the  year  = 78 

No.  of  re-newals  of  old  connections  = 49 

Average  daily  amount  of  water  consumed  in  1951  = 311,750  galls. 

Average  daily  consumption  per  head  of  population  = 43  gails. 

Sampling. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  result  of  general  bacteriologi- 
cal sampling  (tested  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Carmarthen) 
during  the  year  ; 


Satis. 

Doubtful 

Unsatis. 

Tot. 

Source  (Crowhill)  7 

1 

— 

8 

Consumer  level  26 

(Crowhill  & Frescelly 

4 

4 

34 

sources)  33 

5 

4 

42 

Three  samples  were  also  taken  for  Chemical  analysis,  two  from 
Crowhill,  and  one  at  Consumer  level.  These  samples  were  reported 
on  by  the  Public  Analyst.  All  were  satisfactory,  but  a warning  of 
corrosive  properties  was  given. 

One  biological  sample  of  water  for  the  detection  of  Salmonella 
organisms,  was  taken  during  the  year.  The  result  of  this  sample  was 
negative. 
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Water  Supply  Schemes.  | 

Crowhill  Well  Supplies. 

The  source  of  this  supply  is  a shallow  well  situated  at  Crowhill, 
approximately  1 mile  north  of  the  Borough,  and  on  the  western  bank 
of  the  Cleddau  river. 

It  is  not  clear  whether  the  well  is  filled  from  the  neighbouring 
river,  or  from  a Spring,  or  both.  The  level  of  the  well  fluctuates  con- 
siderably, in  proportion  to  the  rainfall  and  the  volume  of  water  in 
the  river. 

The  well  was  first  used  as  a public  water  supply  in  the  year  1889, 
and  was  implemented  by  the  Prescelly  Supply  in  1933. 

The  Weil  can  supply  an  average  of  approximately  180,000  gallons 
per  day,  and  the  water  is  pumped  to  a Service  Reservoir  at  Portfield 
and  City  Road. 

Prescelly  Gathering  Grounds. 

The  Prescelly  gathering  grounds  are  situated  in  the  North-East 
area  of  the  County,  approximately  10  miles  from  the  Borough.  The 
water  from  the  Prescelly  hills  is  stored  in  an  impounding  reservoir. 
The  gathering  grounds  and  the  Impounding  reservoir  were  formerly 
the  property  of  the  Milford  Haven  U.D.C.  but  now  belong  to  the  Pres- 
celly Joint  Water  Board,  of  which  body  the  Borough  is  a member. 
The  daily  allocation  of  water  to  the  Borough  from  this  source  is 
11,200  gallons.  It  is  hoped  that  when  additional  mains  are  laid,  and 
other  work  carried  out,  that  the  allocation  to  the  Borough  will  be 
stepped  up  considerably. 

Prescelly  water  is  a typical  upland  surface  water,  reasonably  free 
from  contamination.  It  is  filtered  and  chlorinated,  in  special  plant 
for  this  purpose,  immediately  after  leaving  the  Impounding  Reser- 
voir. There  is  a danger  here  that  chlorination  is  effected  at  too  great 
a distance  from  the  Borough. 

Storage  and  Distribution  of  Water. 

There  are  two  Reservoirs  in  the  Borough  situated  respectively  in 
the  Haven  and  Cemetery  Lane.  The  total  capacity  of  these  reservoirs 
is  345,000  gallons.  This  amounts  to  just  over  one  day’s  supply,  and 
must  be  considered  inadequate. 


FOOD  CONTROL 

Ice-Cream  Supplies. 

The  scheme  for  the  general  bacteriological  sampling  of  Ice-Cream 
was  continued  during  the  year.  Testing  and  reporting  were  carried 
out  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Carmarthen.  The  results  of 
sampling  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Grade  1 (Highly  Satisfactory)  — 20  samples  ) oaoc' 

Grade  2 (Satisfactory)  — 1 sample  [ ' ,c 
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9 Grade  3 (Doubtful)  — Nil  samples 

Grade  4 (Unsatisfactory)  — 2 samples 


Total  23  samples 


Nil 

13.1% 


The  annual  results  of  sampling  since  the  commencement  of  the 
scheme,  are  as  follows  : — 


% Tot.  Samples 

%Satis. 

%Doubtful 

%Unsatis, 

1948-49 

23.0 

15.3 

61.7 

13 

1950 

74.0 

14.8 

11.2 

27 

1951 

86.9 

13.1 

23 

It  will 

be  seen  that  the 

standard  cleanliness  has  continued 

rise  as  shown  by  the  number  of  satisfactory  samples.  The  total  num- 
ber of  samples  taken  was  rather  low,  and  should  be  increased  to  main- 
tain the  standard  now  attained.  Each  dealer  (producer  or  retailer), 
should  be  sampled  once  per  month  during  the  summer  months,  and 
less  frequent  during  the  winter  months. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  producers  and  vendors  of  Ice- 
cream in  the  Borough  : — 

Produce-Retailers  4 

Retailers  33 

In  addition  temporary  registration  has  been  granted  during  the 
year  for  special  functions. 

Registered  Premises.  (Food  & Drugs  Act). 

Prepared  Food  Premises  32 


Ice-Cream  37 

Slaughter-houses  1 

Knacker’s  Yards  Nil 


Total  70 


No.  of  Inspections  of  Registered  Premises 
No.  of  Intimation  notices  served 
No.  of  Statutory  notices  served 
No.  of  cases  taken  to  Court 

Food  Stuffs  Condemned. 

The  following  food  stuffs  were  condemned  during  the  year  : — 


Tinned  Food 

Tins 

Fruit 

307 

Ham 

30 

Vegetables 

162 

Milk 

43 

Meat 

69 

Fish 

19 

Jams 

23 

Fresh  or  Prepared  Food  : — 


73 

1 

1 

Nil 


Ham 

Fish 


19- 


lbs. 

12 

28 


Cheese  (Processed)  30 

Cheese  (Ordinary)  4Ji 

Bacon  38i 

Carrots  5,208 

Flour  36 

Biscuits  10£ 

Pudding  Mixture  5£ 


Meat  Inspection. 

The  Borough  Sanitary  Officer  has  continued,  during  the  year,  to 
examine  all  carcases  at  the  Slaughter-House. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  animals  slaughterd  during 
1951  : — 


Sheep 

10,403 

Calves 

3,170 

Steers  and  Heifers 

1,938 

Cows 

779 

Pigs 

679 

Bulls 

67 

Private  Bacons 

38 

17,074  (19,146) 

The  following  is  a summary  of  whole  carcases  condemned  : — 


DISEASE 

Cows 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Bulls 

Heifers 

Steers 

Private 

Bacons 

Total 

(1951) 

Emaciation 

48 

2 

37 

4 

5 

4 

100 

Generalised  T.B. 

31 

2 

1 

1 

4 

5 

1 

45 

Pericarditis 

3 

1 

4 

Pyelo-nephritis 

5 

5 

Uraemia 

2 

2 

Septicaemia 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Metritis 

2 

2 

Enteritis 

1 

1 

2 

Pyrexia 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Oedema 

1 

2 

3 

Eyrsipelas 

1 

1 

Arthritis  

1 

1 

Multiple  Abscesses 

1 

2 

3 

Moribund 

4 

4 

Hydraemia 

2 

2 

Gangrenous 

2 

2 

Stiff  Lamb  Disease 

1 

1 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

2 

1 

3 

Immaturity 

56 

56 

Ragweed  Poisoning 

2 

2 

Redwater  Fever 

1 

1 

Lympho  Sarcoma 

1 

1 

Joint  111 

8 

8 

John’s  Disease 

1 

1 

Total  Carcases 

261 

o 

H 


(252,/ 
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(1950) 


The  following-  is  a summary  of  Regional  Condemation  : — 


Disease  — weight  in  lbs. 


Localised 

T.B. 

Bruising, 

etc. 

Offal 

Parasitic 

Total  weight 
1951 

Cows 

761 

2898 

3659 

Pigs  

844 

279 

1129 

Sheep 

427 

2812 

3239 

Calves 



22 

293 

315 

Bulls 

234 

234 

Heifers 

720 

720 

Steers 

160 

1040 

1200 

Total  weight  10,490 
(lbs.) 


25  carcases  infected  with  C.  Bovis,  and  were  dealt  with  according 
to  M.O.F.’s  instructions. 

The  improvement  regarding  the  Slaughter-house  suggested  in  the 
Annual  Reports  of  1949  and  1950,  have  now  largely  been  completed. 

Bakeries  and  Bake-houses. 

Ther  are  10  bakehouses  in  the  Borough.  The  conditions  generally 
in  these  are  satisfactory.  A notice  for  unclean  premises  was  served 
on  one  occupier  during  the  year. 

Cafes,  Hotels,  and  Restaurants. 

There  are  13  premises  in  this  Category  in  the  Borough.  General 
condition  of  these  is  satisfactory.  A notice  for  unclean  premises  was 
served  on  one  occupier  during  the  year. 

Mineral  Water  Supplies. 

There  are  2 mineral  water  factories  in  the  Borough.  There 
could  be  some  improvement  in  the  hygienic  standard  of  these 
premises. 

Routine  samples  of  bottle  washings  and  the  finished  product  are 
being  taken  for  general  bacteriological  examination. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Nil  to  report. 


HOUSING 

Housing  Programme  and  Estates. 

No.  of  Houses  completed  during  1951  = 47  (36) 

No.  of  Houses  in  course  of  erection  at  31st  Dec.  1951  = 99  (30) 

No.  of  Houses  estimated  to  be  completed  in  1952  = 110  (60) 

The  following  is  a summary  of  all  Housing  controlled  by  the 
Council  at  31st  Dec.,  1951  : — 
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Permanent  Houses. 


Traditional 

— 

371 

Airey  Type 

— 

22 

Miscellaneous 

— 

12 

Prefabricated  Bungalows 

— 

50 

Hutments 



30 

485  (428) 


Re-housing  and  Overcrowding. 

Thirty-eight  (38)  families  were  re-housed  in  permanent  houses, 
and  twenty-three  (23)  in  temporary  houses  (Prefabricated  bungalows 
and  Huts),  during  the  year. 

Due  to  lack  of  an  up-to-date  survey,  the  extent  of  overcrowding 
cannot  be  stated. 

Temporary  Housing  Units  (Hutments). 

The  Council  still  controls  2 hutted  sites,  i.e.  Site  2 and  Site  4, 
Withybush.  Site  2 is  the  worse  of  the  two,  and  it  has  been  the  policy 
to  up-grade  tenants  from  Site  2 to  Site  4.  As  huts  then  become  vaca- 
ted on  Site  2 they  are  demolished.  It  is  hoped  eventually,  in  this 
way,  to  clear  Site  2.  Similarly  families  from  Site  4 are  being  gradu- 
ally accommodated  in  Permanent  Houses,  thus  leaving  room  for 
families  from  Site  2. 

It  should  be  the  policy  to  eventually  clear  both  these  Housing 
Sites,  although  at  present  the  conditions  on  Site  4 are  better  than 
those  existing  in  the  older  permanent  parts  of  the  Borough. 

During  1951  10  families  were  re-housed  from  Site  4 : also  5 fami- 
lies were  re-housed  from  Site  2,  and  5 huts  were  demolished  on  this 
site. 

The  position  at  present  is  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Huts  No.  of  Families  Condition 
Site  2 9 9 Bad 

Site  4 20  21  Fair 

Clearance  Areas. 

The  subject  of  clearance  areas  was  reported  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1950.  The  following  areas  are  re-iterated  as  requiring  clearance  : 

Lower  Marsh. 

Merlins  Hill. 

Quay  Street. 

North  Crescent. 

Horn’s  Lane. 

A definite  scheme  should  be  formulated  by  the  Council  for  the 
clearance  and  re-building  of  these  areas. 


—22 


* 


spections,  Repairs,  Demolition  Orders,  Etc. 


No.  of  Intimation  notices  served  during  the  year 

No.  of  Statutory  notices  served  during  the  year 

No.  of  notices  to  enter  and  execute  work 

No.  of  Time  and  Place  notices 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  during  the  year 

No.  of  Demolitions  carried  out  during  the  year 

No.  of  Demolition  orders  outstanding  at  31st  Dec.  1951 


53 

17 

7 

9 

Nil 

1 

12 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

There  are  153  premises  in  the  Borough  registered  under  the  Fac- 
tories and  Workshops  Acts.  The  majority  of  these  are  classified  as 
workshops. 

There  were  179  inspections  of  these  premises  during  the  year. 
A total  of  10  sanitary  defects  were  noted,  and  one  Statutory  notice 
was  served. 

There  has  been  some  improvement  in  the  general  working  condi- 
tions of  personnel  in  Workshops,  but  a great  number  still  need 
attention.  I would  urge  the  Council,  therefore,  through  its  appropriate 
department,  to  continue  to  press  for  improvement. 

There  is  still  default  in  the  sending  of  lists  of  Outworkers  to  the 
Council.  Stronger  action  in  these  cases  is  required. 


GENERAL  HYGIENE  AND  SANITATION 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

Eleven  fumigations  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Three 
verminous  premises,  several  infected  books  and  bedding  were  also 
dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 

General  Nuisances. 

Nuisances  caused  by  Pigs,  Pigeons  and  Poultry  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  There  were  also  23  defective  drains. 

Dumping  of  trade  waste  in  the  river  caused  considerable  nuis- 
ance. This  matter  has  not  been  finally  rectified. 

Nuisance  also  arose  due  to  Gypsy  encampments  within  the 
Borough. 
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Rodent  Control. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  Rodent  Control  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  : — 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Est. 

Degree  of 

Surveys  Treatments 

Kill 

Infestation 

Business  Premises 

80 

36 

315 

Minor 

Private  Dwellings 

110 

30 

150 

Minor 

Council  Property 

380 

74 

1,110 

Minor 

Refuse  Tip  (New) 

26 

10 

1,500 

Minor 

Refuse  Tip  (Old) 

26 

3 

110 

Minor 

Sewers 

— 

2 

420 

Minor 

The  Council  had  a full  time  rodent  officer  during  the  year. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Refuse  is  collected  in  the  Borough  3 times  weekly,  by  2 covered 
motor  refuse  vehicles.  Reluse  is  disposed  off  by  tipping  on  the  Salt- 
ing Banks,  south  of  the  Borough.  Tipping  is  not  controlled,  and  gives 
rise  to  a certain  amount  of  nuisance.  To  obtain  the  full  benefit  from 
tipping,  both  immediate  and  for  future  use,  controlled  tipping  is 
essential. 

As  was  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1950,  an  alternative 
tipping  ground  is  required  to  be  obtained  and  designated  now,  if  tip- 
ping is  still  to  be  the  method  of  refuse  disposal. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

Estimated  number  of  premises  connected  to  sewers  = 98% 

The  Borough  has  one  major  Sewerage  Scheme,  whereby  sewage 
is  collected  and  disposed  of  into  the  River  Cleddau  as  it  passes 
through  the  Borough.  The  sewage  is  untreated.  This  Sewerage 
Scheme  is  unsatisfactory  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

1.  It  is  not  comprehensive,  i.e.  only  sewers  part  of  the  Borough. 

2.  Discharge  of  crude  sewage  in  the  centre  of  the  Borough  gives  rise 
to  nuisance  and  danger  to  Public  Health. 

3.  The  sewers  are  relatively  old  and  are  not  efficient,  with  subsequent 
nuisance  from  smell,  etc.,  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough. 

A satisfactory  Sewage  Disposal  System  is  fundamental  to  the 
future  development  of  the  Borough. 


Public  Conveniences. 

The  following  public  conveniences  are  available  in  the  Borough  : 


ALL  PURPOSE  (Male  and  Female). 


1.  Jubilee  Gardens. 

2.  Dew  Street. 

3.  St.  Thomas’  Green. 

4.  Car  Park  (female  only) — Jubilee  Gardens. 


—24- 


W Urinal  only  : 

1.  Friar’s  Lane. 

2.  Car  Park  (Jubilee  Gardens). 

The  number  of  conveniences  is  reasonably  satisfactory.  The 
convenience  on  St.  Thomas  Green  continues  to  be  mis-used  by  the 
public. 

Sanitation  in  Public  Places. 

Considerable  improvements  in  public  houses,  regarding  sanitation 
and  hot  and  cold  running  water,  were  effected  during  the  year.  Pre- 
mises not  up  to  reasonable  standards  are  to  be  considered  during  the 
1952  Licensing  Sessions. 

Street  Cleansing. 

Carried  out  efficiently  by  Surveyor’s  Department. 

Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  is  jointly  controlled  and  maintained,  with  the 
Haverfordwest  R.D.C. 

It  is  kept  in  a clean  condition,  and  is  reasonably  well  equipped. 


Offensive  Trades. 

Nil  to  report. 


Salvage. 

Paper  salvage  collected  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Public  Baths  and  Wash-houses. 
Common  Lodging  Houses. 
Exhumation. 

Burial  of  Vagrant  Dead. 

Removal  of  persons  to  Institutions. 


Nil  to  Report. 
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« Criterion  ” Printing  Works.  Haverfordwest. 


